Identities as a representation of a space of liberty:

an “activist-spatial” identity conceptualisation

(a case of local identities of small-business philanthropists)

This course will present: 

· a comprehensive (detailed) theoretical framework to reconstruct identities as individual representations of a space of deliberate social action, or better social conduct
· practical skills how to code, classify, and interpret qualitative data, including how to form and verify hypotheses using qualitative data. 

Identity here is interpreted as a kind of a complex role self-conception, which nevertheless can be conceptualised as something wider then a role in the strict sense of the sociological (and social psychological) term. 

The raw materials are the systematically selected utterances from 90 semi-structured tape-recorded interviews with small business(wo)men who practice philanthropy at the scope of their small town local communities in Moscow region (30 interviews in each of 3 different communities). 

Also some theoretical implications and connections with other related theoretical perspectives of the performed analysis will be demonstrated.

The whole procedure is intended to be useful in reconstructing identities from all the kinds of narratives concerning regular complex role interactions in a social milieu. 

The specificity of the proposed identity analysis is the focus on the behavioural aspect of identity as a dispositional structure, instead of usually explored cognitive and emotional ones.

Session 1 (4–4,5 hours)

1. Theoretical prolegomena — 3 hours interactive lecture.

1) Reminding interactionist and phenomenological Identity conceptualisation as an Ego-centred Weltanschauung: Me and Others in one’s Lebenswelt. (very shortly)
2) Social philosophical interpretation of Liberty. Isaiah Berlin on the “Liberty from” and the “Liberty for”. (in a very structured manner)

3) A sociological interpretation of Liberty by M. Shabanova (Novossibirsk school of sociology). (can be omitted)

4) Zygmunt Bauman’s “Thinking Sociologically” reinterpreted: extraction of basic operationilised postulates for the analytical framework for “activist-spatial” identity conceptualisation. (in a very structured manner)

2. What can be right or wrong with “activist-spatial” identity conceptualisation — 1–1,5 hour discussion. 

Printed materials with key ideas of the each point will be available.

Session 2 (3 hours)

Empirical data demonstration and interpretation

0) Description of the research project. 

1) Why identity — not mere role: complexity of a businessman and a philanthropist position — uncoupled attitudes.

2) 2 types of identities (not strategies!):

a) different scopes of the enterprise: “home” vs. “socialized” business («домашнее» предприятие и с наймом «чужих»);

b) specificity of the 2 types of philanthropists’ roles;

c) 2 scopes of responsibility — limits of the “space of liberty”;

d) different extent of deliberate decision to give philanthropy;

e) mutual evaluation of the “morality” of philanthropy, practiced by 2 types of philanthropists.

Session 3 (3 hours)

1) Parallels with F. Toennis’ gemein-/gesellschaftlich personality.

2) “Activist-spatial” identity conceptualisation compared with the Marxist and neo-Marxist concepts of mastery?/alienation.

3) Is it reasonable to tell social and personal identities: discussion with R. Jenkins (who sees no reasons).

During sessions 1 and 2 active participation of Richard can be planned. For example, 

1) in Russian my lecture (omitting point 3), then discussion (на усвоение основ). 

2) in English my lecture — shorter then in Russian, — then in English 2-3 group critical presentations of the key ideas of points 2 and 4. 

Printed materials in English with key ideas of the each point will be available.

3) Richard’s criticism.

The session 2 is given interactively (or with intervals for discussion after each point a, b, c…) in English with parallel (English/Russian) citations.

Session 4 (6 hours)

1) 3 hours for the group work with other interview materials.

2) 3 hours for the group presentations: reconstruction of identities.

