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Module structure and session plan.

Session 1. Theorising globalisation

This will essentially be a history of the concept of globalisation and 

its development. From the 'world system' approach of Wallerstein in the 

1980s, and the the initial writings of people like Robertson in the 

early 1990s, through the political economy critiques of Held and 

Thompson etc, to the present situation in which the concept of 

globalisation has become taken for granted in both the social sciences 

and in the discourses of politicians and policy-makers. It has also 

become part of everyday speech.

Session 2. The realities of globalisation

This will draw heavily on the work of Castells and will explore the new 

'global space' created by globalisation. It will also look at concepts 

such as 'glocalisation' and 'McDonaldisation': particular emphasis will 

be placed on responses to globalisation, and on the need to understand 

globalisation not as an irresistible top-down force, but rather 

something that has been socially constructed at all 'levels' in the 

global space.

Session 3. Dimensions of globalisation

Here the focus will be on substantive issues such as supra-national 

politics, migration, information technology and communications, 

organisational convergence, consumption, tourism, and so on. The focus 

will be on the need to see globalisation as an 'umbrella concept' which 

summarises a number of analytically and substantively separate 

developments and processes, not all of which are locked in tight with 

each other.

Session 4. Globalisation and identity

Two themes here. The first is the possibility of the development of 

genuinely global identities. The second is the globalisation of existing 

identities: in addition to the obvious cases here - and particularly 

ethno-national identities - this session will also look, for example, at 

the impact of globalisation on local gender identities.

