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ABSTRACT

The study of identity forms a critical cornerstone within modern sociological
thought. Introduced by the works of Cooley and Mead, identity studies have
evolved and grown central to current sociological discourse. Microsociological
perspectives dominated work published through the 1970s. Sociologists focused
primarily on the formation of the “me,” exploring the ways in which interpersonal
interactions mold an individual’s sense of self. Recent literature constitutes an
antithesis to such concerns. Many works refocus attention from the individual to
the collective; others prioritize discourse over the systematic scrutiny of behavior;
some researchers approach identity as a source of mobilization rather than a
product of it; and the analysis of virtual identities now competes with research
on identities established in the copresent world. This essay explores all such
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follows the one drop rule in action, itemizing its role in the struggle to main-
tain the slave system. He also contrasts the US classification experience with
racial categorization in other nations. Davis concludes with thoughtful specu-
lation regarding the one drop rule’s impact on the future of US race relations—
particularly in light of developing demographic shifts. In another arena, Balibar
& Wallerstein (1991) view racial identity within a broad analytical landscape,
considering race in conjunction with nation and class.Blending constructionist
premises with the socioeconomic lenses for which the authors are renowned,
Balibar & Wallerstein thoughtfully analyze both imposed racialization and self-
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Indian policy, increased American ethnic politics, and growing American Indian
political activism. Nagel argues that these factors raised Native American ethnic
consciousness, and she traces the ways in which policy and politics encouraged
an ethnic renewal. (Also see Blakely 1993, Conzen et al 1992, DeVos 1992,
Dyson 1993, Farley 1991, Frankenberg 1993, Hout & Goldstein 1994, Ignatiev
1995, Jewell 1993, Shively 1992, Smedley 1993, Wade 1993, Williams 1990.)

Social constructionism drives a multifaceted literature on national identity.
A rich collection of sociohistorical works on commemoration, narrative, and
symbolization chart the ways in which actors, particularly elites, create, ma-
nipulate, or dismantle the identities of nations, citizenships, al385es, and enemies
(e.g. Agulhon 1981, Beaune 1991, Berezin 1997, Brubaker 1992, Corse 1996,
Fine 1996, Gillis 1994, Griswold 1992, Hobsbaum 1992, Hobsbaum & Ranger
1983, Kubik 1994, Lane 1981, Schudson 1992, Schwartz 1987, 1991, Spill-
man 1997, Wagn0(s19(-P)14(acifici)-299(&)-299(Schw)9(artz)-299(1991,)-312(Y)-299(Zeruba)19(v)14(e)0(l)-299(1995).)-509(In)-299(related)]TJ
T*
[(w)9(ork,)-327(se)24(v)14(eral)-311(studies)-311(grapple)-311(with)-312(constructionist)-311(issues)-311(as)-311(the)14(y)-311(consid2,)--311(the)]TJ
T*
[(constitution)-310(of)-310(the)-310(American)-310(self)-310((e.g.)-310(Bellah)-311(et)-310(al)-310(1985,)-326(1991,)-326(He)24(witt)-311(1989,)]TJ
T*
[(Me)14(y2,)--259(1987).)-389(One)-259(also)-259(finds)-259(inno)14(v)24(ati)24(v)14(e)-259(elaborations)-259(of)-259(constructionism,)-261(such)]TJ
T*
[(as)-301(Benedict)-301(Anderson’)54(s)-301((1991))-301(w)9(ork)-301(on)-301(imagined)-301(community)64(.)-513(Anderson)-301(ap-)]TJ
T*
[(proaches)-378(national)-378(id2ntity)-378(as)-378(a)-378(sociocogniti)24(v)14(e)-378(construct—one)-378(both)-378(spatial3y)]TJ
T*
[(and)-339(temporally)-339(inclusi)24(v)14(e)0(,)-361(both)-339(enabled)-339(and)-339(shaped)-339(by)-339(broader)-339(social)-339(forces.)]TJ
T*
[(He)-275(documents)-275(k)9(e)14(y)-275(moments)-275(of)-275(id2ntity)-275(construction,)-281(times)-275(during)-275(which)-275(cul-)]TJ
T*
[(tural)-351((language))-351(and)-351(social)-351(f)9(actors)-351((capitalism,)-377(print)-351(technology))-351(con)39(v)14(ene)-351(in)]TJ
T*
[(a)-326(particular)-326(historical)-326(moment,)-345(ef)24(fecti)24(v)14(ely)-326(remaking)-326(collecti)24(v)14(e)-326(images)-326(of)-326(the)]TJ
T*
[(national)-250(self)-250((also)-25s)-30ee Bloom1990).



    

P1: RVA/ARK/vks P2: ARK/MBL/plb QC: MBL

June 5, 1997 10:40 Annual Reviews AR035-17

IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION 391

continuity emerges from pre-existing ethnic identity and community; conscious
manipulation is achieved via commemoration, ideology, and symbolism. Smith
compliments this duality with a social psychological dimension, citing a “need
for community” as integral to identity work. In Smith’s view, this tri-part com-
bination distinguishes national identity, making it the most fundamental and
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1991). These basic tenets carry a provocative methodology. Queer theoristsadvocate a new “reading” of materials using an “inside/outside” opposition.In such an analysis, the reader must assume the connotation of homosexualityin the denotation of heterosexuality; the reader must reinterpret a product interms of a homosexual presence. Further, the explication of a cultural product’shetero/homo owhsition must direct readers to all excluded forms of sexuality
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Despite their differences, the issues raised by social constructionists and post-
modernists alike direct scholarly attention to a collective’s struggle to self-name,
self-characterize, and claim social prerogative. Such concerns underscore the
politics of identity.

Identity Politics and Collective Mobilization
Collective identity and the political movements it spurs constitute an important
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